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THE CHILD ABUSE PREVENTION AND TREATMENT ACT 
 
In 1974, The Child Abuse Prevention and Treatment Act (CAPTA) was signed into law. The CAPTA 
federal legislation guides child protection and is elaborated in U.S. Code (42 U.S.C. 5101 et seq; 
42 U.S.C. 5116 et. seq.). It was reauthorized with significant amendments and additions in 1978, 
1984, 1988, 1992, 1996, 2003, and 2010. The Citizen Review Panels were first introduced in the 
CAPTA amendments of 1996, were further delineated in the Keeping Children and Families Safe 
Act of 2003, and were modified by some additions in the CAPTA Reauthorization Act of 2010, P.L. 
111-320. 
 
The Illinois Department of Children and Family Services (IDCFS) is the agency designated in Illinois 
to implement the provisions of CAPTA and meet requirements set out in federal law. Currently 
within IDCFS, the Bureau of Operations and the Division of Policy and Advocacy administer many 
of the programs and grants required under CAPTA, including the Citizen Review Panels. CAPTA 
funds programs providing community-based prevention, adoption opportunities, and assistance 
to abandoned infants. 
 
Purpose of the Citizen Review Panels 
The Illinois Citizen Review Panel was established in 1974 pursuant to Section 106 (c) of the federal 
Child Abuse Prevention and Treatment Act (CAPTA). The function of the panel is to examine the 
policies, procedures, and practices of State and local agencies to evaluate whether State and local 
child protection agencies are effectively discharging their child protection responsibilities.  
 
The Citizen Review Panel duties are to evaluate: 
 

• The Illinois state CAPTA Plan and the specific areas of the child protective system which 
are addressed therein; 

• The state’s compliance with federal child protection standards and assurances set forth 
in the CAPTA law;  

• Any other criteria that the panels consider important to ensure the protection of children, 
including:  
1. Review of the extent to which the State and local child protective services system is 

coordinated with the foster care and adoption programs 
2. Review of child fatalities and near fatalities. 

 
The Development of Citizen Review Panels in Illinois 
The Illinois Department of Children and Family Services (IDCFS) established Citizen Review Panels 
to examine the policies and procedures of state and local child protective service agencies. 
Authorizing legislation for the Illinois Citizen Review Panels amended the Illinois Children and 
Family Services Act (20 ILCS 505/5) effective June 1999. According to the provisions of CAPTA, 
the individual states may: 1) designate one or more existing entities to satisfy the citizen review 
requirements; and 2) appoint volunteer members who are broadly representative of the 
community, including members who have expertise in the prevention and treatment of child 
abuse and neglect. 
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In forming the panels, IDCFS invited existing advisory committees to take on citizen review 
activities in addition to their other interests and statutory responsibilities. Currently there are 
four panels operating within the Citizen Review Panels of Illinois. The panels are comprised of a 
variety of members who have experience in working with children and families. The SCAN 
Committee has members who represent professional organizations, child welfare agencies, 
volunteer associations, and concerned citizens. The Children’s Justice Task Force, Child Death 
Review Team Executive Council and The Child and Family Advisory Council have members from 
numerous disciplines including medicine, medical examiners and coroners, mental health, law, 
criminal justice, public health, education, social work, child abuse prevention, parent advocacy 
and child advocacy. The Director of IDCFS is a member of The Child and Family Advisory Council. 
 
Citizen Review Panel Conference 
The 18th Annual National Citizen Review Panel Conference will be held in Albuquerque, New 
Mexico, June 6-8, 2019. The Conference theme is:” Rising to Meet the Challenge: Improving Child 
Protection Response Systems. The conference provided educational and networking 
opportunities for CRP members, State Coordinators, Child Welfare Staff, and Child Welfare 
Partners. 
 
Illinois will be well represented at this year’s conference by seven participants.  A board member 
from each of the four panels, as well as the Children’s Justice liaison, Children’s Justice 
Coordinator and the Chief Accountability Officer from the Illinois Department of Children and 
Family Services. 
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RESPONSE OF THE 
ILLINOS DEPARTMENT OF CHILDREN AND FAMILY SERVICES 

TO THE 
ILLINOIS CITIZEN REVIEW PANELS 

COMBINED RECOMMENDATIONS 2018 
 
To:  The Illinois Citizen Review Panels 
From:  Marc D. Smith, Acting Director  
Date:  April 30, 2019 
 
The Illinois Department of Children and Family Services (DCFS) appreciates your dedicated service 
and we thank you for your efforts on behalf of Illinois children. We have reviewed the 2017 
recommendations from each of your respective panels and our responses are provided as follows 
(recommendation in bold, followed by non-bolded response): 
 
CHILDREN’S JUSTICE TASK FORCE 
 
Coordinated Investigation/Case Handling Sub-Committee 
 

1.  DCFS must coordinate with other agencies and disciplines (law enforcement and 
prosecutors) for timely and inclusive sharing of information and reports, to facilitate 
thorough and complete investigations. 

 
DCFS acknowledges that utilizing the MDT process is the best way to coordinate and 
communicate between partners.  DCFS procedures discuss the importance and 
expectations regarding the use of MDT's to facilitate thorough and complete 
investigations. DCFS has a memorandum of understanding with law enforcement and 
prosecutors to share information 

 
2. DCFS should provide timely and ongoing updates on investigations of serious 

harm/sexual abuse cases to MDT partner agencies and provide ongoing training 
regarding these issues to staff. Training should include law enforcement with shared 
responsibility for the funding. 

 
Child protection staff are encouraged and supported financially by the Department to 
participate in ongoing multi-disciplinary team training to better communicate and work 
with partners.  When trainings are available, staff are identified to attend.  

. 
3.   DCFS should work with, and coordinate efforts with CSEC (Commercially Sex Exploited 

Children), to develop a state-wide, consistent discipline for case management for those 
children involved in sex trafficking. 

 
Currently DCFS has an identified sex trafficking coordinator who reviews investigations, 
casefiles and provides direction to staff regarding trafficked youths.  Training is provided 
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ongoing to staff to improve their skills in working with trafficked children.  In addition, 
Operations is participating in a statewide training with community partners such as law 
enforcement in July 2019 to better develop a consistent statewide response to trafficked 
youth 
 

Legal, Legislative and Court Issues 
 
4.  DCFS should consider revisions to the Abused and Neglected Child Reporting Act to 

strengthen mandated reporter training, and DCFS should review and strengthen, if 
necessary, its live and online training systems. While ANCRA currently requires that a 
new mandated reporter sign a statement verifying that he or she has ‘knowledge and 
understanding’ of mandated reporter requirements, it does not require that DCFS make 
training – live or online – available to new mandated reporters. And ANCRA currently 
requires that only school personnel receive re-training (“at least every 5 years”) on 
mandated reporter requirements. ANCR should require that all new mandated 
reporters be trained – live or online – within 3 months of employment and be required 
to attend – live or online – refresher training every two years. 
 
There is current legislation pending to make changes such as this to ANCRA.  The 

 Department is working closely with the sponsors of the legislation and is in support of 
 ongoing training and updating current online training. 
 
5.  DCFS should work with legislators to draft a bill to make protective orders mandatory in 

all Child Protection cases where sensitive material including forensic interviews, 
medical records and mental health records are obtained, according to the appropriate 
process in any type of litigation, whether civil or criminal. 
 

 There is currently a confidentiality statue that protects sensitive material, medical 
records, and mental health records under the juvenile court act.  The rule governing 
confidentiality is 705 ILCCS 1.8 inter alia. 

 
CHILDREN’S JUSTICE TASK FORCE 
 
Health, Mental Health and Disabilities 
 

6. DCFS should have dialog with the Attorney General about the crime victim’s 
compensation program about improving the process and providing victims with a 
realistic time frame as to when victims can expect to receive compensation. DCFS 
(specifically DCP staff) should educate families about how to apply for victim’s 
compensation. 

 
 DCFS is not the content expert on the victim's compensation program.  DCFS will direct 

people to the experts in the Attorney General's office upon inquiry regarding the crime 
victim compensation program. 
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7.  All parties involved with child abuse investigations should undergo evidence-based 

trauma informed training 
 

 The Department provides ongoing trauma informed training for staff.  Trauma-informed 
practice training is provided to DCP through Foundations.  It is in the Core Practice Module 
and interwoven throughout the training.  New hires must also complete Trauma 201 
within the first 6 months of completing Foundations. 

 
 

Capacity Building 
 
8.    Work with the CJTF to identify a nationally-recognized, evidence-based curriculum, such 

as that offered by NCTSN and to determine qualifications for being trauma informed. 
 

 DCFS Trauma 201 was development in consultation with the NCTSN.  The Department 
agrees to work with the CJTF to review national curricula. 

 
9.   Work with CACI and Champions for Children conferences to offer specific judicial tracks 

related for prosecutors, defense attorneys, and prosecutors. 
 
 The Office of Learning and Professional Development will work with the ACI and 

Champions for Children conferences in the development of DCFS specific content for 
judicial tracks related for prosecutors, defense attorneys, and prosecutors.  

 
10. Ensure that the trauma informed care training is sensitive to the needs of various   

subpopulations, including 0 – 3 years, LGBTQ+, children with disabilities, CSEC victims. 
 
 The Office of Learning and Professional Development will review the current trauma 

curricula to ensure the named populations are included and offer additional trainings 
based on the review of national models.  Both Department procedures and training 
ensure that trauma informed care training is sensitive to the needs of special populations.  
In addition, we have specialty staff within the clinical division in those areas to assist staff 
and foster parents as needed. 

 
 

11. Identify and appoint an individual within DCFS to work with the CJTF to implement 
these recommendations. 
 

 DCFS staff already participate on CJTF.  The Deputy for Child Protection sits as an adjunct 
to the committee to provide information as requested on certain topics.  This Deputy can 
reach out to the other divisions to help in connecting the personnel to provide the 
education and development of training they are requesting. 
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12. Have a representative from DCFS present to the CJTF on the current assessment process, 
what the standards are., etc. and provide documentation on the process. 

 
 Have a representative from DCFS present to the CJTF on the current assessment process, 

what the standards are., etc. and provide documentation on the process.  OLPD defers to 
Field Ops and/or Clinical to present information on trauma related assessment. i.e. CANS 

 
13. Determine and implement consistency standardization across the State regarding the 

assessment process. 
 
 If the Department agrees, OLPD will work with Policy and Field Ops to implement training, 

if needed to address this issue. 
 
14.  Ensure that all residents of the State of Illinois have access to a child abuse pediatrician 

within a three-hour drive. 

 As there are very few certified child abuse pediatricians within Illinois, the Department is 
currently working with Lurie Hospital to develop a telemedicine platform that would allow 
access to qualified pediatricians instantly.  In addition, DCFS is assessing the need to 
expand or create new specialty medical resource centers across the state. 

 
CHILD DEATH REVIEW TEAM 
 

1.  DCFS to develop a separate unsafe sleep allegation that has a shorter retention period 
(perhaps 7-10 years), and that possibly results in a family “flag” instead of an indication 
for the first instance. It is very difficult to gather the data on how frequently these 
avoidable deaths happen unless they are tracked. We often see second or subsequent 
deaths due to unsafe sleep, and for a second such death, this should result in an 
indicated finding. 

 
 The Department by rule already has a death allegation.  Currently the Department is 

working with IT to develop a drop down on the allegation tab related to the cause of death 
which would allow the Department to track many types of deaths including safe sleep.  If 
a prior death has been called into the Hotline, the Department can note that and can take 
into consideration when assessing evidence related to the current death. 

 
2.   For DCFS to maintain unfounded reports according to the law, which sets NO date for 

expungement if the report is made by a mandated reporter, or is a priority one or two 
report. 

 
 DCFS retains reports in accordance with current law.  As of Jan 1, 2019, all unfounded 

reports are retained for a period of 5 years.  Indicated reports by law have specific 
retention codes laid out. 
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Multiple parts: 
 

a.    DCFS Medical Director to research/survey with Priority One/Serious Harms staff to 
determine if the lack of cooperation amongst doctors and hospitals (not returning 
calls, not providing records, etc.) is widespread; We on CDRT hear this frequently. 

 
 The DCFS Medical Director is aware that this issue was raised and will survey the 

Priority One/Serious Harm staff to determine if the lack of cooperation amongst 
doctors and hospitals is widespread. 

 
b. Based on which Hospitals or facilities are putting up barriers, plan specific 

interventions to improve the relationship between DCFS and medical providers and 
ensure timely communication and receipt of records from medical providers. 

 
 DCFS in conjunction with legal and the Medical Director reach out ongoing to develop 

relationships with hospitals and medical facilities.  Many major hospitals already have 
a staff liaison to assist with communication and education. 

 
c.  Move forward with the proposed legislation changes to ANCRA that have been 

submitted twice but not moved forward by DCFS; this legislation would require 
medical providers to provide requested medical records to DCFS DCP within 3 
business days of the request, with consequences of fines or otherwise for failure to 
comply. Currently the statute requires that the records be given to DCFS, but with 
no timeframe or deadline, or consequences for failure to do so.  

 
 DCFS will not object to a bill sponsored on this subject.  

 
 
       ILLINOIS CHILDREN AND FAMILY SERVICES ADVISORY COUNCIL 
 

This Council did not make any recommendations for reporting year FY2018. 
 
 
 
STATEWIDE CITIZEN’S COMMITTEE ON CHILD ABUSE AND NEGLECT 
 
This Council did not make any recommendations for reporting year FY2018. 
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CHILDREN’S JUSTICE TASK FORCE 
 

The Children’s Justice Task Force (CJTF) is a multidisciplinary, legislatively-mandated advisory 
group that makes recommendations to the Illinois Department of Children and Family Services 
(IDCFS) for improving the investigative, administrative, and judicial handling of child abuse cases, 
particularly cases of child sexual abuse/exploitation and cases involving a combination of 
jurisdictions. The Task Force was organized in 1989 according to guidelines in the federal Child 
Abuse Prevention and Treatment Act (CAPTA), and it became one of the Illinois Citizen Review 
Panels in 1999. Recommendations from this panel are focused on reducing child trauma, 
enhancing the effectiveness of judicial and administrative actions in child abuse cases, and 
reforming state laws and regulations for child protection and child welfare while ensuring fairness 
to all affected persons.  
 
The members of Children’s Justice represent professionals in the fields of child protection, law 
enforcement, medical and mental health, attorneys for the prosecution and defense, criminal 
and civil court judges, education, children with disabilities, child advocates, and parent 
advocates. The Task Force currently includes 29 members appointed by IDCFS to staggered 4-
year terms. Since January 2018, the IDCFS Director has appointed 13 new members representing 
law enforcement, children with disabilities, child advocate, CASA, legal and child protection. The 
task force meets four times per year at various locations throughout the state for general 
meetings and in subcommittees as needed. Virginia Zic-Schlomas, Retired Sergeant Chicago 
Police Department and Paul Hamann, President and CEO of Night Ministry in Chicago serve as co- 
chairs.  
 
Task Force Meeting Dates  
August 14, 2019 in Peoria 
November 13, 2019 in Joliet  
February 12, 2019 in Champaign  
May 13, 2019 in Fairview Heights 
 
Training Conferences Provided 
Multidisciplinary training conferences focusing on child abuse were continued in FY18. IDCFS and 
the Children’s Advocacy Centers of Illinois partnered to sponsor two successful statewide training 
conferences: Champions of Children Conference on March 11-12, 2019 in Itasca and Downstate 
Child Abuse Conference on April 24 -25, 2019 in Fairview Heights.  
 
The statewide intensive Forensic Interviewing Training (5-day Child First Curriculum) is scheduled 
for September 30 – October 4, 2019. 
 
Illinois Association of Court Appointed Special Advocates (CASA) Illinois CASA has one Annual 
Statewide Conference. The 2019 conference:  Together We Can: Changing Children’s Lives was 
conducted April 3 – 5, 2019, Bloomington. 
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As the leading resource on child abuse issues, CACI stays abreast of the latest research and 
literature in the child abuse field, as well as the most child-friendly approaches in investigation 
and treatment of child abuse. CACI provides training and program support to developing and 
assisting CACs throughout Illinois. CACI collects and maintains data statewide, including the 
following as of April 2019: 
 

• CACs Provide Services: 39 accredited CAC’s in Illinois (3 are satellite locations) 

• Forensic Interviews (FI): 12,724 

• Number of FI were sexually abused children: 10,544 
 
There are 39 accredited CAC’s in Illinois (3 are satellite locations). 
Child First training took place April 1-5, 2019 in Bloomington and second session scheduled for 
September 30-October 4, 2019 in Springfield.   
 
Southern Illinois University School of Medicine: 
Children’s Medical Mental Health Resource Network (SIU) 
 
SIU supports the Children’s Medical Mental Health Resource Network (CMMHRN), offers services 
in the 34 counties of the Southern Region as well as 11 counties of Central Illinois. CMMHRN 
works closely with DCFS and the eight CACs in the region, ensuring that children receive needed 
services as close to home as possible.  
. 

▪ In the last two quarters of FY 18 CMMHRN conducted 22 medical consults and 

participated in 10 MDT meetings.  

▪ In the first two quarters of FY19, CMMHRN conducted 24 medical consults.  

▪ CMMHRN participated in eight MDT meetings throughout their service areas.  

▪ CMMHRN provided children of suspected physical abuse, sexual abuse, and neglect with 

a thorough physical examination, medical follow-up, multidisciplinary case review and 

investigation, victim advocacy, service referrals, and court testimony as needed.  

▪ CMMHRN delivered 21 training sessions to 1325 participants on various topics. 

University of Illinois, College of Medicine at Peoria 
The Pediatric Resource Center (PRC) 

 
▪ PRC serves more than 40 counties in the Central Region of Illinois.  

▪ As of the 2nd quarter of FY18, 20 medical consultations/chart reviews had been 

conducted. 
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▪ There was a total of 25 MDT meetings which included case consultations. 

▪ PRC provided the following training entitled “Medical Aspects of Child Maltreatment” on 

the following dates: 

• Champaign ................................ October 18, 2018 

• West Peoria ............................... January 17, 2019 

• Springfield ................................. May 7, 2019 
 
The University of Illinois, College of Medicine at Rockford 
Medical Evaluation Response Initiative Team (MERIT) 
 
The MERIT Program reaches 17 counties in the Northern Region of Illinois. MERIT partners with 
Rockford Memorial Hospital, Swedish American Hospital, and AOF St. Anthony’s Hospital.  

▪ As of 2nd quarter FY19, MERIT conducted 18 medical consults and participated in 11 MDT 

case staffings. 

The Champions of Children Conference continues as a major state training for the education of 
MDTs conducting child protection investigations for Cook County. The 10th Annual Champions of 
Children Conference was organized by the Children’s Advocacy Centers of Illinois, Midwest 
Regional CAC and several individual children’s advocacy centers. It was held March 11-12, 2019 
at The Westin Chicago Northwest located in Itasca, Illinois.  

The 27th Annual Downstate Child Abuse Conference - The 27th Annual Downstate Conference 
took place on April 24 & 25, 2019 in Fairview Heights, IL. 

Children’s Advocacy Centers 

The Children’s Justice Task Force continues to emphasize the need for child advocacy centers 
(CACs) to provide services for children and families in all Illinois counties. The Department has 
continued to support the development of child advocacy centers. There are now 38 accredited 
Children’s Advocacy Centers in Illinois providing coordinated investigation, interviewing, and 
support services to children who have been physically or sexually abused in 96 of the 102 
counties. These 38 CACs served 10,611 child abuse victims and provided 11,646 forensic 
interviews.  
 
Although state appropriations are severely stretched, children’s advocacy centers have 
continued to provide increasingly expansive advocacy, medical and mental health opportunities 
to children and families. In addition, Children’s Advocacy Centers of Illinois has worked to 
increase training opportunities for all CAC related multidisciplinary agencies around the state and 
has sponsored specialized trainings. 
 
Citizen Review Panel Conference and Annual Grantee’s Meeting Attendance 
A Children’s Justice Task Force member will attend the National Citizen Review Panel Conference 
in Albuquerque, New Mexico in June 2019 and a member will attend this year’s Annual Grantee’s 
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Meeting in Washington, D.C. in April. Task force members who attended the conference will 
report back to the task force at a quarterly meeting in August.  
 
Medical Training and Model Program Development 
Three major university medical child abuse programs are supported with Children’s Justice and 
IDCFS funds to provide medical consults and training in underserved regions of Illinois. The 
funding supports the ongoing training, education and development of protocols for medical 
students, doctors, and nurses in child sexual abuse. 
 

• Southern Illinois University (SIU) School of Medicine supports the Children’s Medical 
Resource Network (CMRN) which offers services in the 34 counties of the Southern Region 
as well as 11 counties of Central Illinois.  

• The Pediatric Resource Center (PRC) is a program of the University of Illinois, College of 
Medicine at Peoria, and serves over 40 counties in the Central Region of Illinois.  

• The University of Illinois, College of Medicine at Rockford, has developed the MERIT 
program (Medical Evaluation Response Initiative Team) for the 17 counties in Northern 
Region.  

• DCFS also funds the partnership known as MPEEC (Multidisciplinary Pediatric Education 
and Evaluation Consortium) through a contract with the Chicago Children’s Advocacy 
Center. 
 

Child Protection and Legislative Education Impacting Task Force Decision Making 
IDCFS Child Protection Updates: Last year, the task force reviewed and provided input into the 
Department’s Comprehensive Procedures 300, Reports of Child Abuse and Neglect.  
 
Legislative Education: The Children’s Justice Task Force also received in-depth written summaries 
of all relevant pending legislation at quarterly meetings. This included legislation that impacted 
child welfare services and IDCFS policies or operations. 
 
Statewide Child Abuse Needs Assessment  
The task force completed a three-year assessment for the period of 2015 – 2018 which was 
finalized in July 2018. The process to complete the three-year assessment involved to review and 
evaluate state investigative, administrative and both the civil and criminal judicial handling of 
case of child abuse and neglect, including child sexual abuse and exploitation as well as cases 
involving suspected child maltreatment related fatalities. Based upon the data encompassed in 
the needs assessment, the task force made policy and training recommendations to guide their 
work for the next three years.  
 
Below you will find a brief synopsis of findings outlined in the needs assessment completed by 
the Illinois Children’s Justice Task Force Committee.  
  
Introduction 

There is a great need to improve the quality of investigations and how that might vary 
across disciplines (e.g., DCFS, CACs, law enforcement, medical). The July 2018 three-year 
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needs assessment assisted the CJTF in making recommendations to fine tune the court 
process in the handling of sexual child abuse cases. The report narrowed focus on 
investigative policies, procedures, and practices, including an explicit examination of 
needs, challenges, and strategies related to investigations and the functioning of 
multidisciplinary teams in the four Unit-Based Multidisciplinary Team (UB-MDT) pilot 
sites. The state will utilize the services of Juvenile Protective Association (JPA). The 
mission of JPA is to improve the social and emotional well-being and functioning of 
vulnerable children so they can reach their fullest potential at home, in school, and 
communities. Through research and data collection, JPA has contributed to improving 
lives of children being abused and neglected across the country. 

 
Proposed Projected Tasks 
The findings in the needs assessment will support future efforts to improve investigative practice 
in Illinois. The needs assessments data assisted the CJTF  
 

1. Collaborate with CJTF subcommittee so JPA can get feedback (e.g., on data collection and 
sampling plans, interpreting findings, recommended next steps) and support (e.g., to 
implement data collection and mobilize key stakeholders) throughout the six-month 
process; 

2. Review recent CJTF recommendations related to investigations, describe progress that has 
been made in acting on these recommendations, and refine recommendations based on 
updated information;  

3. Conduct a gap analysis for pilot sites to determine the frequency (number and 
percentage) of cases that should be referred to CACs by DCFS but are not;  

4. Conduct a survey primarily with CJTF members about experience and demographic 
characteristics related to implementing unit-based MDT investigations. It will also focus 
on increasing access to mental health, DCFS Intact Family Services, evaluation and quality 
improvement.  

5. Conduct focus groups or interviews with investigative professionals involved in MDTs in 
at least two pilot sites to get more in-depth qualitative information about strengths, 
challenges, and potential strategies for improving investigative practice and MDT 
functioning in each site. 

 
Children’s Justice Recommendations for Fiscal Year 2020 

 
Investigations Subcommittee: 

 
1. DCFS must coordinate with other agencies and disciplines (law enforcement and 

prosecutors) for timely and inclusive sharing of information and reports, to facilitate 
thorough and complete investigations.  

 
2. DCFS should provide timely and ongoing updates on investigations of serious harm/sexual 

abuse cases to MDT partner agencies and provide ongoing training regarding these issues 



FY20 Citizen’s Review Panel 

Illinois Department of Children and Family Services 

14 

 

to staff. Training should include law enforcement with shared responsibility for the 
funding. 

3. DCFS should work with law enforcement to develop a state-wide, consistent rule and 
procedure for investigating CSEC (Commercially Sex Exploited Children) cases, and 
improve their intervention and response for children who are victims of sex trafficking. 

 
4. DCFS should restructure the Child Welfare Foundations training to strengthen core 

multidisciplinary team skills to include skill building forensic interviewing, child 
development, and the child advocacy center model. 

 
5. DCFS should allow limited access to SACWIS for partner agencies to input data that 

captures MDT outcomes of all services provided. 
 

Health/Mental Health/Disabilities Subcommittee: 
 

6.   All parties involved with child abuse investigations should undergo evidence-based 
trauma informed training. 

a. Work with the CJTF to identify a nationally-recognized, evidence-based 
curriculum, such as that offered by NCTSN and to determine qualifications for 
being trauma informed, and is sensitive to the needs of various subpopulations, 
including 0 – 3 years, LGBTQ+, children with disabilities, CSEC victims 

 
7.    Identify and appoint an individual within DCFS to work with the CJTF to implement these 

recommendations. 
 
8.   Improve the parenting capacity assessment process within DCFS. 

b. Have a representative from DCFS present to the CJTF on the current assessment 
process, what the standards are, etc. and provide documentation on the process. 

c. Determine and implement consistency standardization across the State with 
regard to the assessment process. 

 
Legal/Legislative and Court Issues Subcommittee: 

 Health/Disabilities Subcommittee Health/Mental Health/Disabilities Subcommittee 
9.  DCFS should work with legislators to draft a bill to make protective orders mandatory in 

all Child Protection cases where sensitive material including forensic interviews, medical 
records and mental health records are obtained, according to the appropriate process in 
any type of litigation, whether civil or criminal. 
 

10.  DCFS should develop a system for determining the existence of and considering the 
impact of no contact orders, orders of protection or special conditions of bond 
limiting/prohibiting contact relative to parents when making determinations regarding 
custody with parents. 

11. DCFS should provide a court liaison to criminal courthouses to field issues with that 
involve families with overlap issues between child welfare and criminal. 
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CHILD DEATH REVIEW TEAMS EXECUTIVE COUNCIL 

 

Illinois established multidisciplinary and multi-agency child death review teams throughout the 

state with the Illinois Child Death Review Team Act (P.A. 88-614), which was signed into law on 

September 7, 1994.  The Child Death Review Team Act has been amended several times since 

1994 including August 2001, June and August 2008, August 2009, June and July 2010 and 

November 2018.  The primary goals of the Child Death Review Team (CDRT) are: 1) to review the 

circumstances of child fatalities in order to gain a better understanding of their causes; and 2) to 

recommend changes in practice and policy that will prevent future injuries and deaths.  The Child 

Death Review Team Executive Council is the coordinating and oversight body for the child death 

review teams’ activities in Illinois.   

 

Pursuant to the Act child death review teams are to be made up of at least one member from the 

following disciplines: 

• Pediatrician or other physician knowledgeable about child abuse and neglect; 

• Representative of the IDCFS; 

• State’s Attorney or State’s Attorney’s representative; 

• Representative of a local law enforcement agency; 

• Psychologist or psychiatrist; 

• Representative of a local health department; 

• Representative of a school district or other education or child care interests; 

• Coroner or forensic pathologist; 

• Representative of a child welfare agency or child advocacy organization; 

• Representative of a local hospital, trauma center, or provider of emergency medical 

services; and 

• Representative of the Department of State Police. 

 

Each child death review team elects a chairperson and vice chairperson to represent the team on 

the CDRT Executive Council.  The CDRT Executive Council includes these eighteen members and 

the Inspector General of IDCFS as an Ex-Officio member for a total of nineteen members. 

 

The CDRT Executive Council operates according to the following objectives:  1) to serve as the 

voice of child death review teams in Illinois; 2) to oversee the regional teams in order to ensure 

that the teams’ work is coordinated and in compliance with the statutes and operating protocol 

and best practices; 3) to ensure that the data, results, findings, and recommendations of the 

teams are adequately used to make changes in policies, procedures, and statutes to protect 
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children in a timely manner; 4) to collaborate with the General Assembly, IDCFS, and others to 

develop legislation needed to prevent child fatalities and to protect children; 5) to ensure that 

the review process for the regional teams is standardized in order to convey data, findings, and 

recommendations in a usable format; 6) to serve as a link with CDRT’s throughout the country 

and participate in the National Child Death Review Team activities; 7) to develop an annual 

statewide training symposium to update knowledge and skills of CDRT members and promote 

the exchange of information between teams; 8) to provide the teams with the most current 

information and practices concerning child death review and related topics; and 9) to perform 

any other functions necessary to enhance the capability of CDRT to reduce and prevent child 

injuries and fatalities.  Daniel Cuneo from the East St. Louis team is the CDRT Executive Council 

Chairperson. Judy Guenseth is the CDRT Executive Council Vice Chairperson. John Schweitzer is 

the IDCFS CDRT Manager, and Tamara Skube is the CDRT Executive Director contracted through 

IDCFS. 

 

Meeting Dates for Fiscal Year 2019 

 

The Child Death Review Team Executive Council met on: 

 

In-Person Meetings 

September 21, 2018; October 20, 2017; January 19, 2018; March 27, 2019; March 28, 2019; June 

21, 2019 

Teleconference Meetings 

July 20, 2018; August 17, 2018; October 19, 2018; November 16, 2018;  

December 21, 2018; February 15, 2019; April 19, 2019; May 17, 2019 

Meetings with the Director of DCFS 

August 21, 2018; December 14, 2018; March 28, 2019; June 6, 2019 

 

Focus Areas of Interest 

 

Annual Symposium Training and Annual Report 

The 23rd Annual Child Death Review Teams Symposium was held March 28th and 29th 2019 at the 
Crowne Plaza in Springfield.  The presentations included: 1) “AMT Children of Hope Baby Safe 
Haven” Tim Jaccard Foundation President 2) “SUID Case Registry” Dr. Eric Eason/Cook County 
Medical Examiner’s Office and Dr. Michael Eckhardt/Cook County Medical Examiner’s Office 3) 
“Why Teens Kill” Phil Chalmers. 
 
The CDRT staff are currently working on the Illinois Child Death Review Teams Annual Report 

2017.  This report provides detailed information and statistics on numerous categories of child 
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death.  It also presents charts of CDRT recommendations and IDCFS responses regarding: 1) 

primary prevention; 2) IDCFS systems; and 3) other systems.   
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ILLINOIS CHILDREN AND FAMILY SERVICES ADVISORY COUNCIL 
 

Fiscal Year 2019 Focus 
This council was established by the Illinois General Assembly and Governor of Illinois under 20 
ILCS 5/5-535 (formerly 20 ILCS 5/6.15) The Children and Family Services Advisory Council is 
charged to advise the Department of Children and Family Services on services and programs for 
individuals under the care of the Department who are receiving residential 
treatment/Transitional Living Placement supports. This council’s members are appointed by the 
Governor, and confirmed by our State Senate. The membership total is 21 Members, 4 of which 
are to be current youth in care, 2 of which are to be alumni of foster care, and 1 of which is 
required to be over the age of 65.  
 
This council was essential to the following system improvements over the last year: 

• Child on Child- After this council’s initial recommendation, a second data run was 
gathered by the department. The internal agency leads have reviewed it and are working 
to review how to respond to these types of calls. This council also submitted 
recommendations about eliminating the juvenile sex offender registry (in line with federal 
recommendations), and/or elimination of mandatory sentencing requirements. These 
recommendations went to the state legislature with the support of another Citizen 
Review board. 
This council invited 2 state legislators and the ACLU to attend the meeting and present 
the issue, seeking support of intervention and legislative changes.   
 

• The Council had a re-review of residential monitoring and the monitoring pilot TRPMI, 

asking critical questions about the quality of treatment, what the department knew about 

children in treatment placements, and what had changed in the last 2 years since a very 

critical story in the local newspaper. 

 

• The council considered the opportunity to develop another subgroup to focus on the 

areas relating to Pediatricians and child abuse doctors being more involved in the critical  

 
ICFSAC Meeting Dates 
March 14, 2019 
June 13, 2019 
September 12, 2019 
December 12, 2019 
 
 
 
Focus Areas 
This council continues to focus on growing a diverse: geographically, ethnically, and experientially 
membership. Many of the members of this council are also members of other state agency 
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advisory council, so this council is also working to identify new members to promote continuing 
growth and change. There have been difficulties with ensuring members are participating in 
person, and engaged in the on-going discussion and fulfillment of our legislative mandate.  
 
Our council is supposed to have youth expert members. There have been difficulties in ensuring 
youth are informed, integrated, and having a meaningful experience. This is complicated by the 
experiences that youth have while in the foster care system. This council continues to dedicate 
time and effort to build, engage, and seek opportunities for youth to have meaningful 
experiences through their membership on this council. We acknowledge no one has a better view 
or vision on the topic of residential than those youth who have had the lived experiences in these 
facilities.  
 
In addition to membership concerns, this council has battled with the legislative mandate which 
directs the council to the topic of residential monitoring. This mandate was made during a 
particularly challenging moment in the state’s history, and while the council has interest in this 
topic, the membership diversity also brings interest in other topic areas outside of that mandated 
focus. Finding balance will be a key challenge this council hope to overcome in the upcoming 
year. 
 
Recommendations for Fiscal Year 2019 
 
1. Illinois Children and Family Services: Immediately implement additional data collection about 
youth and children who fall into categories of child and youth sexually problematic behaviors, 
including: 
 

• The number of calls received by the DCFS Hotline with an allegation of a sexual nature 

involving a victim and offender who are both under 17 years old and the outcome of the 

calls: 

▪ The number of these calls the Department investigates and the outcome 

▪ The number of calls referred to Children’s Advocacy Center (CAC) 

• CAC’s will begin to collect data allowing for the tracking of referrals from DCFS, so that a 

second source of data is available allowing for a better understanding of the volume of 

incidence. 

▪ Number calls referred to CAC that are not pursued by CAC and reasons why 

▪ The types of investigations and services provided by CAC in response to 

the referrals 

• The number of calls referred to local police departments and the reasons why 

• The number/types of calls which do not meet the SCR-ANCRA Hotline requirements 

 with indicator of why 

• Provide a report, broken down by month and location on this data to this Council; 

 during their regularly scheduled meeting on September 21, 2017. 
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2.  Identify, support and provide incentives for the development and use of community-based, 
family-focused responses to youthful sexual misconduct and offending that are consistent with 
public safety, including the use of developmentally appropriate methods, intervention based on 
assessment of risks, needs, and strengths, family-focused, multisystem treatment and support, 
and, when appropriate and consistent with public safety, community-based services and support.  
We suggest evidence informed interventions. Specifically: 
 

• With the Illinois Children and Family Services Advisory Council, develop policy and 
procedures for responding to cases of alleged sexual offending by children and 
youth that do not fall within the criteria of SCR-ANCRA Hotline, nor appropriate 
for police involvement.  

 

• Determine, devise and implement policy and procedures to effectively and 
efficiently gather data from the Hotline calls that are not accepted because they 
are outside the scope of the SCR-ANCRA Hotline criteria but concern allegations 
of sexual offending and the alleged victims and perpetrators are under age 17.   

 

• In collaboration with the Chicago CAC and the Illinois Children and Family Services 
Advisory Council, develop a diversion and/or intervention track for alleged victims 
and perpetrators who are not covered by the criteria for SCR-ANCRA Hotline, and 
thus are not investigated; and undertake a Year-long pilot study in collaboration 
with the Chicago Children’s Advocacy Center. 

 
  
3.  Expand awareness and training among DCP investigators and DCFS and delegate agency staff 
about the DCFS Sexually Problematic Behavior Program, and 
  
4.  Eliminate the requirement that youth found guilty of sexual offenses automatically be 
required to register on the state’s juvenile sex offender registry, and be subject to community 
notification and residency restriction laws.   
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STATEWIDE CITIZEN’S COMMITTEE ON CHILD ABUSE AND NEGLECT (SCAN) 
 
STATEWIDE CITIZEN’S COMMITTEE ON CHILD ABUSE AND NEGLECT (SCAN) 
The Statewide Advisory Committee on Child Abuse and Neglect (SCAN) of the Illinois Department 
of Children and Family Services “is created with the object of advising and consulting with the 
Director of the Department on setting priorities for the administration of child abuse prevention, 
shelter and service programs in Illinois.” 
 

Purpose 
The Statewide Citizen’s Committee on Child Abuse and Neglect (SCAN) is a legislative statutory 
advisory group established under the Abuse and Neglect Child Reporting Act (ANCRA, 325 ILCS 
5/11.7). Their responsibilities as a committee have not changed since its conception in 1998. 
SCAN advises the Department on child abuse and neglect prevention services that promote the 
health, safety, and well-being of the children throughout the state. The SCAN members are 
approved by the Director for three year terms. The SCAN member’s experience varies across all 
disciplines impacting child welfare. Their expertise in the following areas of law, social work, 
mental health, law enforcement, education, criminal and juvenile court, family assessments, 
well-being of children and families, etc., brings focused and direct recommendations to ensure 
the Department is operating as statute requires. They are also seeking committee members 
without career background, yet who can provide highlighted opinions around the issues above.  
The SCAN committee continues to meet bi-monthly via video-conferences, teleconference and 
in person at the Chicago Thompson Center and main Springfield offices.  

Goals Established in Fiscal Year 2019 

SCAN reviewed and updated their bylaws from 1983.  Suggested changes were approved.   
Committee members were kept informed of legislation that impact policy and practices of DCFS 
and child welfare in general.  Three new members were appointed by the Director and 
appointments were updated for all current members.  Three previous members are no longer on 
our roster. 
 
Accomplishments 
SCAN continues to meet their goal of annually selecting an allegation   and performing a file 
review of an investigations from offices statewide.   the state. The review was completed October 
2018 to review for allegation 60. The review included investigations, both indicated or 
unfounded.   
 
Members completed Ethics and Sexual Harassment training.  12 members attended Prevent Child 
Abuse conference held in Springfield.  16 members were renewed by the Director to volunteer 
on SCAN until 2020 or 2021.  16 out of 18 members attended meetings in 2018.  The liaison and 
chairman attended a joint advisory council meeting.   
 
 
Annual File Review 
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The SCAN committee elected to review investigations with either unfounded or indicated findings 
of Allegation 60, Environment Injurious to health and welfare (neglect).  The committee 
summarized a review of closed investigations from the month of January 2018 which had a total 
of 1422 cases with only allegation 60.  15 cases were reviewed after randomly selecting them 
from all four regions of the state to include samples of both indicated and unfounded findings 
and levels of care ranging from referrals for community based services to services offered but 
refused.  Both the SACWIS report and the hard copy files were made available for the reviewers 
on each case.   
A set of questions were created and findings were tabulated from each of the cases once 
reviewed.  The tabulations are included below: 
 

Summary of Questions Yes No 

1. File documentation supports appropriate level of service/intervention? 7 8 

2. Rationales for decisions were clearly documented? 9 6 

3. Key collateral contacts made within first 14 days? 10 5 

4. Were service needs clearly identified? 5 10 

5. Was safety adequately assessed? 9 6 

 
Each case was discussed After reviewing the cases members provided feedback because of the 
review.  There were three main themes:  

1. There seems to be a theme of ambiguity that runs through 95% of the cases reviewed. 

The ambiguity was around clearly defining what community resources the family was 

being referred to/for.  Usually there was a statement of “referred for community based 

resources”.  There is no indication of who or what program, or organization the referral 

was made. 

2. There seemed to be a disconnect between identifying / suspecting issues DV and alcohol 

misuse and if those screens are required.   

3. There is an overall issue of the redundancy of statements in the investigation. This is both 

time consuming in the write up and in the review by anyone.  One recommendation would 

be to review the screens for the investigation and determine if any can be removed.  

The first point is related to the lack of documentation of service referrals.  The investigators do 
often provide clients with recommendations for services in the community.  However, they rarely 
document those referrals in their notes.  These are significant actions provided by investigators 
and are important to document in a file. It is important to demonstrate DCFS is providing 
community referrals to assist the families during the investigative process and going forward. 
The other aspect of this community support provided as a recommendation to families is linkage. 
Often DCFS staff provide phone numbers and locations, but do not actually assist families with 
making a connection to the service provider.  Some of our families do not have the motivation 
on their own to make these connections.  DCFS staff should support these recommendations by 
calling the agency with the client while still in the client’s presence, or if necessary assist them 
with transportation to access the service, if it is immediately accessible, such as a food pantry or 
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a shelter. It would be recommended that during an investigation or a CWS referral when a service 
need is identified and it is determined the client would benefit from assistance with contacting 
the service provider that assistance should be provided. 
It is highly recommended that the department provide specific training around Domestic 
Violence.  Due to the large number of cases that involve Domestic Violence and often coexisting 
with substance abuse, staff would benefit from training that is specific to recognizing, and 
responding to families who present with these concerns.  
Documentation appears to be lacking in detail.  There are few observations.  There is an absence 
of description of observed interactions between family members, the household is rarely 
described and where people are in relation to one another. In domestic violence cases, this can 
be very relevant. How the children interact with their caretakers should be noted. Children do 
need to be interviewed in a separate room from the caretakers and language with the children 
should be age appropriate. Sleeping arrangements must be noted. Documentation should 
include the presentation of each client. Family strengths and people of support for each family 
member should be obtained. All collateral contacts should be interviewed and thoroughly 
documented.  Questions regarding interactions between the children and caretakers should be 
relevant to the collateral contact interviews.  Referrals should be listed in each area of need and 
linkage noted. It is noted that copy and paste is often used, this should be limited as it can provide 
misleading conclusions and loss of important information. Some of the information may no 
longer be accurate based on information obtained during the investigation. 
 
SCAN ACTIVITIES DURING FISCAL YEAR 2019 
 
SCAN partnered with the Governor’s advisory council to DCFS, and supported the Juvenile Sex 
Offender Registry recommendation.  
 
The Human Trafficking Program Manager, has connected with SCAN. The SCAN committee 
reviewed Human Trafficking investigations in 2017. There were members who also attended 
additional presentations on Human Trafficking. 
 
SCAN continues to identify Human Trafficking as a problem to which the committee desires to 
address.  
 
Family First Preservation Act will allow the Department to extend their services.  There is only 
one provider to serve this population now. The Program Manager is working to expand services. 
Training is being updated.  It will be web based, 3.5 hours.  
 
SCAN will review Rule 302 Appendix C (Human Trafficking), to make recommendations to Ms. 
Davis-Jones.  SCAN members will participate in reviewing the new training once completed to 
provide input. SCAN is committed to support the work related to Human Trafficking. Ms. Davis-
Jones is attempting to locate and create appropriate facility resources for trafficked youth.  SCAN 
will support and assist with recommendations for facilities, treatment, and training. 
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The SCAN committee advocates future quarterly meeting with other Citizen Advisory groups 
continue. When these take place, there is an opportunity to share ideas or set up some 
complimentary goals for the Department that the committees could work on as a coalition.  
 
The SCAN committee has been kept apprised of legislation that impacts child welfare issues 
through presentations by DCFS legal staff. The SCAN committee will remain abreast of House and 
Senate bills as well as other recommended bills changing the directions of the Department.  
 
They will continue to obtain additional members for SCAN. They will continue to seek diversity 
of community participants to become members at large.  A neo-natal physician is needed on the 
committee to satisfy legislative requirements.  
 
SCAN FY19 Meeting dates:     

August 15, 2018     
October 24, 2018      
December 19, 2018     
February 20, 2019 
April 17, 2019 
June 19, 2019  

 

SCAN FY20 Meeting dates: 
August 21, 2019 
October 16, 2019 
December 18, 2019 
 
 
Statewide Citizen’s Committee on Child Abuse and Neglect Recommendations 
 for Fiscal Year 2020 

1. The Department ensures clear documentation in Investigations as to service 
recommendations for clients.  Service referrals should be documented in the file and 
investigators should be assisting clients with contacting agencies to which they have been 
referred.  There should be documentation of this linkage whether to community services 
or to Intact or Placement services. The Level of Intervention must accurately depict 
actions taken for service recommendations in every investigation.  

2. The Department should provide staff with Domestic Violence training.  This should be 
relevant to the impact of trauma on the children and the adult victim. There should also 
be training as to how to best support allegation 60 to demonstrate blatant disregard.  
Investigators need to support their findings by clearly documenting the impact of the 
domestic violence incidences on the children or that the impact appears to be absent 
when unfounding an investigation. It is highly recommended that the department provide 
specific training around Domestic Violence.  Due to the large number of cases that involve 
Domestic Violence and often coexisting with substance abuse, staff would benefit from 
training that is specific to recognizing, and responding to families who present with these 
concerns.  
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3. As indicated in this report, documentation needs to reflect observations by investigators 
of the home, sleeping arrangements, but also of the interactions between family 
members.  Investigators need to contact collaterals regarding paramours, following 
paramour policy, and assess the quality of the relationships between the children and the 
paramours.  

4. SCAN will review Rule 302 Appendix C (Human Trafficking), to make recommendations to 
Ms. Davis-Jones.  SCAN members will participate in reviewing the new training once 
completed to provide input. SCAN is committed to support the work related to Human 
Trafficking. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Illinois Children’s Justice Task Force 
Membership 

May 2019 
 

Virginia M. Zic-Schlomas, Chair 
Paul Harmann, Vice-Chair 

Rhiannon Torres, Secretary 
 
1.  Tamela Atwood, LCSW 
DCFS Senior Public Service Administrator 
E-mail: tamela.atwood@Illinois.gov  
 

2.  Sandra Baptist-Spruiell, BA 
Detective/Youth Service Coordinator 
E-mail:  SBaptiste@HarveyPolice.org 
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3.  LaDrena Bobo, MSW 
Supervisor Child Protection 
Department of Children and Family Services 
E-mail: ladrenna.bobo@illinois.gov 
 
4.  Debra Bree, JD 
Executive Director/Assistant State’s  
Attorney, Kane County CAC 
E-mail: breedebra@co.kane.il.us 
 
5.  Leah Brown, MSW 
Executive Director 
Franklin-Williamson County CAC 
E-mail: leah@franklinwilliamsoncac.org 
 
6.  Mari Christopherson, BA  
Executive Director, Illinois CASA 
E-mail: mari@illinoiscasa.org 
 
7.  Lark Cowart 
E-mail: 
lark@lark-law.com 
 
8.  Julie Cummings, MSW, LCSW 
Supervisor Child Protection  
Dept. of Children and Family Services 
E-mail: julie.cummings@illinois.gov 
 
9.  Jill Glick, MD, Professor of Pediatrics, 
Child Abuse Pediatrician, Medical Director of 
Child Advocacy and Protective Services, U 
of  
E-mail:  jglick@peds.bsd.uchicago.edu 
10.  Maureen (Molly) Hofmann, MSN, 
Associate 
Director of Care Coordination, UIC’s Division 
of 
Specialized Care for Children 
E-mail: mollywh@uic.edu 
 
11.  Paul Hamann, MA, MNA 
President, The Night Ministry 
E-mail:  Paul@thenightministry.org 
 
12.  Elba Karim, LCPC, CCTP 
Director, Roots and Wings Counseling 
Consultants 
E-mail:  elba@rootsandwingscounseling.com 
 
13.  Cassandra Ma 
Director, Reclaim13 

E-mail: cassandra@reclaim13.org 
 
14.  Kim Mangiaracino, BS 
Executive Director 
Children’s Advocacy Centers of Illinois 
E-mail: kim@cacionline.org 
 
15.  Kathy McNamara, MSW, LSW 
Community Placement Manager 
Senior Probation Officer, Juvenile Probation 
E-mail: Kathleen.McNamara@dupageco.org 
 
 
16.  Annette Milleville, JD, Deputy 
Supervisor 
Sexual Assault Domestic Violence Division 
Cook County State’s Attorney’s Office 
E-mail:  annette.milleville@cookcountyil.gov 
 
17.  Peter Parry, JD 
Deputy, County Operations, Cook County 
Public Defenders Office 
E-mail:  peter.parry@cookcountyil.gov 
 

 
 

Illinois Children’s Justice Task Force 
Membership 

May 2019 
 
18.  Channing Petrak, MBA, MD 
Medical Director, Pediatric Resource Center,  
University of Illinois College of Medicine 
Peoria 
E-mail:  cpetrak@uic.edu 
 
19. Charles Reynard, JD 
Attorney and Retired Judge 
E-mail: charlesreynard@gmail.com 
 
20.  Char Rivette, MSW, LCSW 
Executive Director 
Chicago Childrens’ Advocacy Center 
E-mail: crivette@chicagocac.org 
 
21.  Stephen G. Sawyer, JD 
Attorney and Retired Circuit Judge 
Redeploy Illinois Consultant 
E-mail:  ssgmmc@gmail.com 
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22.  Mary Stein, JD 
Chief, Child Protection Divison 
Cook County State’s Attorney’s Office 
E-mail: mary.joly@cookcountyil.gov 
 
23.  Frederika Theus, PsyD, LCP 
Clinical Psychologist 
E-mail: frederikatheus@gmail.com 
 
 
24.  Rhiannon Torres, MJ 
Foster and Adoptive Parent 
Email: rmsept81@yahoo.com 
 
25.  Virginia M. Zic-Schlomas, Ed.D 
Retired Sergeant Chicago Police Department 
E-mail:  ginnyzs1@aol.com 
 
DCFS Staff:  
 
26.  Charles H. Talbert 
Grant Manager 
Department of Children & Family Services 
W: 312-814-2385  
E-mail:  charles.talbert@illinois.gov 

 

 

 

      

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Child Death Review Team 
Executive Council 
Revised:  March 2019 
 

 
Aurora 
1.  Mary E. Jones MD, MPH, Chairperson  
Assistant Professor of Pediatrics 
Loyola University Medical Center 
Department of Pediatrics 
E-Mail:  maryjones@lumc.edu 
 
2.  Dan Thomas, Vice Chair   
Special Agent 
Illinois State Police 
E-Mail: Dan_Thomas@isp.state.il.us 
  
Champaign 

3.  Donald F. Davison, Jr. M.D. Chairperson 

Carle Clinic Association 

Department of Pediatrics 
E-Mail: donald.davison@carle.com 
 
4.  Daniela Silaides, Vice Chair   
Juvenile Justice Bureau 
Cook County State’s Attorney’s Office 
E-Mail: Daniela.silaides@cookcountyil.gov 
 
Cook B 
5.  Kathy Grzelak, Chairperson 
Chief Program Officer 
Kaleidoscope Inc. 
E-Mail: kgrzelak@kaleidoscope4kids.org   
 
6.  Mary Joly-Stein, Vice Chair  
Cook County Assistant State’s Attorney 
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Supervisor, Child Protection 
E-Mail: mary.joly@cookcountyil.gov   
 
East St. Louis 
7.  Daniel Cuneo, PhD, Chairperson 
E-Mail: dcuneo@charter.net 
 
8.  David C. Norman, M.D.  
Vice Chair  
E-Mail: dnorman674@aol.com 
 
9.  Brent Reifsteck, M.D. Vice Chair 
Carle Foundation Hospital 
E-Mail: brent.reifsteck@carle.com 
 
Cook A 
10.  Kristen Bilka, MMS, PA-C, Chairperson  
University of Chicago Comer Children’s 
Hospital 
Email: krbilka@bsd.uchicago.edu 
 
Marion 
11.  Mary Louise Cashel, Chairperson 
Department of Psychology 
Southern Illinois University 
E-Mail:  mcashel@siu.edu 
 
12.  Shalynn Malone, Vice Chair 
Centerstone of Illinois 
Clinical Coordinator 
Marion ICH 
E-Mail: Shalynn.Malone@centerstone.org 
 
Peoria 
13.  Judy Guenseth, Chairperson 
Housing Coordinator 
City of Galesburg, Illinois 
E-Mail: jguenseth@ci.galesburg.il.us  
 
14.  Tim Wilkins, Special Agent, Vice Chair 
Illinois State Police 

E-Mail: wilkint@isp.state.il.us 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Rockford 
15.  Joanna Deuth, Chairperson 
Carrie Lynn Children’s Center 
E-Mail: jdeuth@carrie-lynn.org   
 
16.  Holly Peifer, Vice Chair 
Executive Director Dekalb County CAC 
E-Mail: hpeifer@fsadekalbcounty.org 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Springfield 
17.  Careyana Brenham, MD Chairperson 
SIU Center for Family Medicine 
E-Mail: cbrenham@siumed.edu 
 
18.  Cinda Edwards, Vice Chair  
Sangamon County Coroner 
E-Mail: cindae@co.sangamon.il.us  
 
Ex-Officio Member 
19.  Meryl Paniak 
E-Mail: meryl.paniak@illinois.gov 
 
CDRT Executive Director 
20.  Tamara Skube 
E-Mail: tamara.skube@illinois.gov 

mailto:mary.joly@cookcountyil.gov
mailto:mary.joly@cookcountyil.gov
mailto:dcuneo@charter.net
mailto:dcuneo@charter.net
mailto:dnorman674@aol.com
mailto:dnorman674@aol.com
mailto:brent.reifsteck@carle.com
mailto:brent.reifsteck@carle.com
mailto:krbilka@bsd.uchicago.edu
mailto:krbilka@bsd.uchicago.edu
mailto:mcashel@siu.edu
mailto:mcashel@siu.edu
mailto:Shalynn.Malone@centerstone.org
mailto:Shalynn.Malone@centerstone.org
mailto:jguenseth@ci.galesburg.il.us
mailto:jguenseth@ci.galesburg.il.us
mailto:wilkint@isp.state.il.us
mailto:wilkint@isp.state.il.us
mailto:wilkint@isp.state.il.us
mailto:wilkint@isp.state.il.us
mailto:jdeuth@carrie-lynn.org
mailto:jdeuth@carrie-lynn.org
mailto:hpeifer@fsadekalbcounty.org
mailto:hpeifer@fsadekalbcounty.org
mailto:cbrenham@siumed.edu
mailto:cbrenham@siumed.edu
mailto:cindae@co.sangamon.il.us
mailto:cindae@co.sangamon.il.us
mailto:meryl.paniak@illinois.gov
mailto:meryl.paniak@illinois.gov
mailto:tamara.skube@illinois.gov
mailto:tamara.skube@illinois.gov


FY20 Citizen’s Review Panel 

Illinois Department of Children and Family Services 

29 

 

Illinois Children and Family Services Advisory Council 
 
 
Chair: Dr. Robert Bloom 
 
1.  Marge Berglind 
Email: margaretberglind@att.net 
 
2.  Robert Bloom (Chair) 
Email: bobloom@ameritech.net 
 
3.  Tim Egan 
Email: tegan@roselandhospital.org 
 
4.  Merri Ex 
Email: merri.ex@family-focus.org 
 
5.  Jill Glick – Professor of Pediatrics 
Email: jglick@peds.bsd.uchicago.edu 
 
6.  Jennifer Hansen 
Email: jennifer@hansencleary.com 
 
7.  Mattie Hunter 
Email: senator03district@gmail.com  
 
8.  Brittani Kindle 
Email: bkindle13@gmail.com  
 
9.  Patricia Martin – Presiding Judge 
Email: patricia.martin@cookcountyil.gov 
 
10.  Alicen McGowan 
Email: Dralicen@yahoo.com 
 
11.  Anita Weinberg 
Email: aweinbe@luc.edu 
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Statewide Citizens Committee on Child Abuse & Neglect (SCAN) 
 
 
1.  Diane Scruggs, (Chair)  
Email: Scruggsdiane@comcast.net  
 
2.  Cynthia Savage, LCSW (Co-Chair)  
Email: Cynthia.savage-brown@illinois.gov 
 
3.  Elaine Bailey-Johnson  
Email: Ebj2203s@aol.com 
 
4.  Mary L. Bennett  
Email: Maryleann1949@yahoo.com 
 
5.  Veatrice Crawford  
Email: Veacc22@yahoo.com 
 
6.  Mary Jane Forney  
Email: Maryjane.forney@illinois.gov 
 
7.  Maria Glisson  
Email: Mjglisson2@yahoo.com 
 
8.  Mary Hardy-Hall  
Email: Mhardy-hall@att.net 
 
9.  Roy A. Harley  
Email: 
rharley@preventchildabuseillinois.gov 
 
10.  Honorable Patricia Martin  
Presiding Judge  
Email: Patricia.martin@cookcountyil.gov 

 
11.  Audrena A. Spence  
Email: Audrenaspence@yahoo.com 
 
12.  Delilah Nelson  
Email: Delilah731@gmail.com 
 
13.  Doris Marie Houston, Ph.D.  
Email: Dmhous2@ilstu.edu 
 
14.  Jackie Sharp Akins  
Email: ske@aol.com 
 
15.  Michael Holmes  
Email: mholmes@aafc.org 
 
16.  Joe Hemphill  
Email: Joehemphill14@gmail.com 
 
17.  Patricia Glenn  
Email: Hydepark60@sbcglobal.net 
 
18.  Alice Staley  
Email: alicestaley@comcast.net 
 
19.  Alicen McGowan  
Email: forn6psych@yahoo.com 
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